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C oA M,
/Qank yod for your letter of 6 October about a petition seeking to reintroduce a

Scottish Red Ensign to be worn by Scottish ships.

I can confirm that my officials have been in contact with yours about the
difficulties surrounding this request, but that there has been no direct contact with
the petitioner.

As you note, Part | of the 1995 Merchant Shipping Act allows for any colours to be
worn following a warrant authorised by Her Majesty or the Secretary of State (in
this case, Transport). There is no process set out in the Act for obtaining such a
warrant. Given that such a request to Her Majesty would most likely be referred
to the Government of the day, it may be more straightforward to write directly to
the Secretary of State for Transport.

Any such request for colours other than those that constitute the red ensign
should include an example and description of any proposed flag and should also
include supporting information setting out the reasons, for example, as to why
such a flag is requested, and other such matters relating to when it would be
used, by whom, under what conditions, which type of vessels would be flying it, so
that a full and informed decision can be made on any such request.

| trust that this will be sufficient for you in respect of preparing any such request
an officials here would be happy to help you.

Yours s n erely

ROBERT GOODWILL





