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SCOTTISH RED ENSIGN - PE1569

Further to our recent correspondence regarding the Scottish Red Ensign petition, on 19 October
2015 I received correspondence from the UK Minister with responsibility for maritime issues in the
Department for Transport, Robert Goodwill MP regarding the procedure for obtaining a warrant to
allow a Scottish Red Ensign to be legally worn by Scottish vessels. The response is attached to this
letter.

Mr Goodwill MP advised that there is no set process in the 1995 Merchant Shipping Act for obtaining
a warrant to request colours other than those that constitute the red ensign and that any request
should be directed to the Secretary of State for Transport in writing, detailing the description of any
proposed flag and including supporting information regarding why such a flag is requested and which
type of vessels would be flying it.

I have sought advice on the legal position in relation to the flying of different ensigns within the same
shipping register. Our understanding is that this is not currently permitted under international
maritime law.

Against that background, the Scottish Government has no current plans to apply for a Royal warrant
for a Scottish Red Ensign to be legal under international maritime law within the UK Shipping
Register. However, we would be prepared to consider supporting any proposal by the petitioner or
other interested parties, if they wished to pursue directly with the UK Government potential avenues
for making the current informal use of the flag on small vessels compliant with international maritime
law.

Kind regards

DEREK MACKAY
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